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A place where the beliefs and practices of the Christian faith underpin the social, moral, 

spiritual, cultural and physical wellbeing of every individual. 

Governor news  

Further to the Trust’s decision to formally adopt the four school model, it has been decided that we 

will start the process of moving to a one Local Governing Board (LGB) across all four schools. 

Developing this new LGB is a significant piece of work, and this, combined with the fact that it will 

take a period of time to review and then develop the model, has led the Trust to appoint a 

National Leader of Governance, Terry Cane, to lead on this piece of work and act as Chair of the 

LGB arrangements for the calendar year from January 2021.  

Terry has already met with Mrs Dudman, and the two Chairs of Governors, and will spend the time 

between now and Christmas starting to get to know the schools; he is very much looking forward to 

the new role and working with staff and governors in the four schools to the benefit of all pupils. 

 

 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! 

At both our schools the Christmas trees are up and the advent wreaths are 

a central part of collective worship each day. The children have been busy 

practising their Christmas carols and polishing up their acting skills for our first 

ever Nativity videos. 

We are very aware that children aren’t able to take part in many of the 

lovely events outside of school that would normally be available at this time 

of year, so we are trying to make school as special as possible for them. 

This year’s Christingle will be held on Thursday 10th in school. The 4 schools will be coming together 

for our first ever joint service over Teams. It will be lovely to finally be able to bring all the schools 

together. Our eldest pupils will have short readings and presentations to make to everyone and we 

will share singing the singing. Collection candles for the children’s society will be coming home 

tonight. 

Christmas dinner (see dates below). Please could children wear 

‘something Christmassy for Christmas dinner this year 

Parties – Both schools will be holding their Christmas parties on Friday 

18th December, children are invited to wear party clothes to school 

on this day (please nothing too special) or something Christmassy. 

We are still awaiting the latest advice from our health and safety 

adviser about carol singing and a visit from ‘the man in red’ 

 
 

 

 

Drumba  
What an amazing afternoon the 

children at East Cowton had in the 

Drumba workshop today. Drumba is a 

high energy work out session based 

around a mix of popular music whilst 

learning and playing the drums – 

What’s not to love! As you can see from 

the photo’s everyone had a fabulous 

time. Kirkby Fleetham will be taking part 

next Friday – get ready for lots of fun! 
   

 

 

We understand that in the current climate, parents will be on a heightened state of alert to ensure that 

everyone in our school setting remains safe and well.  We would like to reassure you that we are closely 

following guidance set out by the Government and Public Health England and it is our utmost priority 

that we do all we can to protect those in our care.  
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NEWS FROM EAST COWTON 

House Points (now including Dojo points) 

Richmond: 98 – Grand total – 1156 – Charlotte F  

Middleham: 91 – Grand total – 1150 - Daniel 

Bolton: 121 – Grand total – 1152 – Korben & Archie  

Headteacher’s Award – George R 

Listening Cup – Charlotte F 

Achievement Shield - Maisey 

Certificates 

Ruby – for always bringing such enthusiasm to the 

classroom 

Archie - for his determination in reading 
East Cowton News 

Whole School Snow Man/Snow dog day. 

On Tuesday 15th December we will be holding a snow 

man/snow dog day where children can come to 

school in their pyjamas, we will be doing lots of festive 

activities and will culminate with the children watching 

either the Snowman or Snow dog film!  Our lovely cook 

Diane will also be serving Christmas Party food for lunch 

that day, sandwiches, sausage rolls, pizza, mini burgers 

and salad sticks followed by Christmas star biscuits. 

Whole School – play in a day! 

Things may be different this year but the show must go 

on! So we are recording our virtual nativity in school on 

Tuesday, we have all the costumes so parents don’t 

need to provide anything, we will share the link to the 

production in due course and you can relax and enjoy 

it in the comfort if you own home! 

Class 1 

EYFS have been reading “monkey puzzle” and have 

been exploring animals and putting them into groups. 

Class one as a whole a have been exploring the 

importance of Advent in RE, opening their “kindness 

advent” and ordering events in the Christmas story. 

Children are also sharing a festive joke each day too! 

Class 2  

The children in class 2 have been inspired by the work 

of Picasso to make these amazing portraits. 

Family Gift Service – Sun 13th Dec – All Saints’ Church 

Invitation to join for an informal family service and bring 

unwrapped gifts for the Darlington Refuge followed by 

the Hamper Raffle Draw. 

East Cowton Diary Dates: 

Please click the link for full details of this year’s holiday 

and training day dates - Term Dates 2020-2021 

Tues 8th Dec - Parent Forum – 7pm 

Thurs 10th Dec: Christingle 

Thurs 17th Dec – Christmas Lunch 

Fri 18th Dec: Break up for Christmas  

Mon 4th Jan: Training day 
 

NEWS FROM KIRKBY FLEETHAM 

Stars of the week 

Annabelle: For writing her first sentence 

Chloe: For exceptional writing 

Maizie B: For settling into her new school so 

amazingly well. 

Dojo Points  

Bolton   7 this week  268 for the term 

Middleham     15 this week  261 for the term 

Richmond  7 this week  250 for the term 

Kirkby Fleetham News 

Friends news 

Many thanks to Laura Wright and all of the friends 

committee who have worked extremely hard to 

organise Christmas lights for our school. They will be 

going up this weekend and we are all so excited to 

see our school lit up for Christmas. There will be a 

formal switch on after school on Monday. 

Polar express day. Children are invited to come to 

school in their pyjamas on Thurs 17th December, for a 

very special Polar express day – look out for a flyer 

from the Friends 

Class 1 

The EYFS children have created  

a nativity scene in their role play  

area this week. They have had a 

lovely time acting out the nativity 

story. We have had cheeky 

donkeys, a crying baby Jesus and 

some very beautiful singing!  

  

 

Class 1 got wrapped up 

warm and learnt how to 

make rope from some 

Bryony we found on our 

walk to the forest this 

week.  After testing the 

strength of the rope with 

an impromptu game of 

tug of war the children 

then added some more 

to their den before sitting 

inside with a warm drink!  

Kirkby Fleetham Diary Dates: 

Please click the link for full details of this year’s 

holiday and training day dates - Term Dates 2020-

2021 

Thurs 10th Dec: Christingle 

Fri 11th Dec: Drumba 

Tues 15th Dec: Christmas Lunch 

Thurs 17th Polar Express Day 

Fri 18th Dec: Break up for Christmas  

Mon 4th Jan: Training day 

Mental Health Champions Joke 

In each school we have a team of pupil Mental Health Champions. They have decided that to cheer us up they 

will print a joke in the newsletter each week. This week the joke comes from William R at East Cowton School 

Patient: Doctor Doctor, every time I drink my cup of tea my eye hurts. 

                                      Doctor: Try taking out the spoon. 
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